Essex Board of Trade
Serving the Villages of

Centerbrook ~ Essex ~ Ivoryton

Essex Corinthian Yacht Club
Friday, March 15, 2013, 9:00a

Call to order at 9:12am

A. Introduction of Members See list at end of minutes.

B. Approve Previous Meeting’s Minutes Donna Torza has a couple
corrections...under BAH, it’s the Lay House not Leigh House...this part of the CT River
Museum and will be in September not August; Bell Flower is co-hosting the May BAH
with Toys Ahoy! And Aegean Treasures at Hills Academy. Michael Peck made a Motion
to accept the February 2013 minutes with noted corrections; Natalie Lindstrom
seconded the Motion; all in favor.

C. Old Business None.

D. Committee Reports

1. Treasurer’s Report None; Chris Quinn was absent.

2. Membership Team Donna Torza noted that we’re updating the
membership application; we are starting revisions on the brochure; trying to
finalize the open Business After Hours slots for the year.

a. Business After Hours March was well-attended at
Scensibles...nice evening; food was taken care of by John Souza at Oliver’s. April
after hours is at Pough on the 4™. May is at Hills Academy and co-sponsored with
Toys Ahoy! And Aegean Treasures; June is Mahoney Sabol, July and August is
open, Sept is CT River Museum at the Lay House; October is open, November Ak
is Gris Goods & Curiosities (tentative), December is at Boutique. Jim asked if it
would make sense as to whether we should forego the July/August BAH...Mike
Peck made a motion that we suspend BAH in July/August but we will table the
vote until next month when we have a quorum.



3. Special Events Committee Judy Heiser noted that Special Events is
now meeting weekly. They met last week and received a presentation from
Comcast to do a TV ad. If anyone is interested, Robin Andreoli is heading it up
and preparing a mock proposal together so we can get a price. Be sure to
contact Robin at the Community Music School. Right now...she’s trying to get
the bigger entities together like the Essex Steam Train, CT River Museum, etc. to
paint a picture of our area. This coming week we’re back to working on our
Boxes in Bloom...the window boxes throughout town (residences and
businesses) and creating a contest. Maybe get a “big time” judge to judge them
or have Child & Family involved as they are doing a garden event in Old Lyme
(early June) and maybe some way to tie them together. Judy also wanted to
note that the Essex Go Bragh parade kicks off at 10:30a Saturday. Hopefully, the
weather will hold out.

4. Town News Norm Needleman noted that the parade is tomorrow; Board of
Selectmen unanimously passed the budget last night...our share is 8.1% increase
—the schools came in very tight. Another year of increased shared expense in
the regional school system. Jacqui couldn’t make it but the Playhouse season is
opening tonight. Steep grant meetings will start soon. EDC had a very intense
meeting with representatives of NU re: expressing dissatisfaction of service.
Norm also noted that we still have a lot of trees that need to come down as they
impede the power lines (discussion ensued regarding the procedure/process).

E. New Business Judy Heiser noted that the Valley boys are playing their
championship game tonight at Mohegan Sun.

F. General Discussion Jim D’Alessio welcomed Adam Calkins, Michael Peck and
Hollis Romanelli to the EBOT Board of Directors. Also, let Jim know if anyone is
interested in the member spotlight for the Valley Courier.

G. Meeting Adjourned Mary Boone made a Motion to adjourn at 9:50a; the Motion
was seconded by Charlotte Walters; all in favor.

Members in Attendance:

Karen Senn SENNsible Communications LLC
Charlotte Walters Essex Historical Society

Gary Mitchel Essex Plaza Laundry

Adam Calkins Pough Interiors

Donna Torza Bell Flower Antiques

Michael Peck Peck & Ficarra

Natalie Lindstrom William Pitt/Sotheby’s



Joel Marzi

Hollis Romanelli
Judy Heiser

Mary Boone

Jim D’Alessio
Norm Needleman

Essex House of Framing
Valley Courier

Essex Board of Trade
Boone & Associates

J. Alden Clothiers

Town of Essex

Next Meeting: April 19, 2013



